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MINING TAX — HIGH COURT DECISION 
Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [10.06 pm]: I rise to make a brief member’s statement this 
evening and I want to follow on from that most excellent contribution that we have just heard, which I say in all 
sincerity, honourable member.  
Moving to another very important topic, I want this evening to recognise a hero of Western Australia. This 
hero’s name is Andrew Forrest. Today members will be aware that this heroic individual took the fight to the 
federal government on the mining tax to the High Court and in a very, very honourable way, for those who saw 
his media interview, he gracefully accepted, I think to use his phrase, the umpire’s decision. I want to recognise 
the courage of this individual in taking on that federal government tax which is an absolute disgrace and which 
quite clearly is a tax particularly against Western Australia. Mr President, you will recall, as members will in this 
place, that we had a lengthy debate about this matter.  
I thought it may be useful this evening to recognise 21 other heroes of Western Australia who along with 
Mr Andrew Forrest decided to stick up for Western Australia and ensure that our voice is heard with regards to 
this disgraceful tax. I would like to quote from Hansard the names of these 21 heroes—Hon Martin Aldridge, 
Hon Ken Baston, Hon Liz Behjat, Hon Jacqui Boydell, Hon Paul Brown, Hon Jim Chown, Hon Peter Collier, 
Hon Brian Ellis, Hon Donna Faragher, Hon Dave Grills, Hon Alyssa Hayden, Hon Col Holt, Hon Peter 
Katsambanis, Hon Mark Lewis, Hon Rick Mazza, Hon Robyn McSweeney, Hon Michael Mischin, Hon Helen 
Morton, Hon Simon O’Brien, Hon Phil Edman and, if I could be so bold, Mr President, my good self. Those 
members whose names were not read out might well feel ashamed of themselves, because despite the fact that 
they were voted into this place by the Western Australian people, they did not have the courage to stand up for 
Western Australia. To this day, it is the case that since the start of the thirty-ninth Parliament, there has been one 
sole contribution by members opposite to somehow try to provide an explanation for why they despise the 
people of Western Australia so much that they will not stick up for them on this disgraceful tax. I recognise the 
jest in the way in which members opposite treat this matter. I recognise that in a typical case of tall poppy 
syndrome, they may deride the honourable individual Mr Andrew Forrest; maybe they do that because this man 
has been successful. This man has done what we should all be proud of; he has built up a business. I think it is 
quite improper to deride him just because he has been successful and to suggest that somehow he has not been 
courageous in taking on the federal government. 

At the end of the day, he tested the validity of the laws in the High Court. Regrettably, when a person tests these 
things and they lose, in the normal course of events they have to pay the legal costs of the other side. It will be 
very interesting to see what level of vigour the current federal government takes in the application for costs, 
particularly in the lead-up to the upcoming election on 7 September. Well may it be entitled to those costs. That 
is the system. If a person brings a case and loses, they have to pay the other side’s costs. But I wonder whether it 
is morally the right thing for the federal government to seek the costs from this individual who has chosen to test 
the constitutional validity of those laws. Although it may come as no surprise to us that the High Court 
unanimously made that decision today, because the verdict was that it is a tax on profits and the commonwealth 
is entitled to establish a tax on profits, I think it was quite proper that this honourable man decided to take this 
case to the High Court. The Western Australian government and also, I understand, the Queensland government 
provided some submissions in that respect. 

It is not a straightforward matter at all; it is a highly controversial matter. I suggest that it is a matter that is 
deeply unpopular. In my view, it remains a disgrace that the federal Labor government has continued to persist 
with this tax. I heard this evening some remarks from the federal Treasurer in which he seemed to suggest that 
this is going to continue for the foreseeable future. Fortunately, the people of Western Australia and the people 
of Australia will have an opportunity to make a very significant contribution to this debate on 7 September. I 
trust that, like me and the other 20 heroes in this chamber, they will cast their votes in the appropriate way to 
ensure that this tax is scrapped once and for all. I am heartened to hear that the alternative Prime Minister has 
indicated that one of his top priorities will be to get rid of this tax in the event that he wins on 7 September. I am 
heartened that that is his commitment, in contrast to that of the current federal government and in contrast to the 
disgraceful position taken by members opposite.  
 


	MINING TAX — HIGH COURT DECISION
	Statement


